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Welcome to our annual Classics Day, a partnership between City Lit and 
the British Museum. This year we have brought together renowned 
classicists to talk about the contribution Ancient Greece made to the 
modern world. 

We are delighted to welcome again historian, author and broadcaster Prof. 
Bettany Hughes, Fellow of City Lit, who will kick off the day discussing the 
Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. After the lunch break, Professor 
Hugh Bowden will explore Alexander the Great’s ventures into India while 
Dr. Simon Glenn will follow Alexander’s footsteps to examine the spread of 
Greek culture, economics and the idea of a single currency. 

Prof. Hughes and Prof. Bowden will be available for book signing during the 
lunch break. 



Programme* 

10:45–10:55 Welcome and introductions 

10:55–12:20  

Professor Bettany Hughes is an award-winning historian, 
author and broadcaster, who has devoted the last 25 years 
to the vibrant communication of the past. Her speciality is 
ancient and mediaeval history and culture. A Scholar at 
Oxford University she has taught at Oxford and Cambridge 
Universities and lectured at Cornell, Bristol, UCL, 
Maastricht, Utrecht, Manchester and Swansea. She is a 
Tutor for Cambridge University’s Institute of Continuing 

Education, Research Fellow of King's College London and recently joined the 
New College of the Humanities as Professor of History. 

 
 
12:20-13:30 Lunch break and book signing 
Prof. Bettany Hughes and Prof. Hugh Bowden will be signing their books in the 
British Museum Bookshop, Great Court, opposite the entrance to Room 1 
 

Chance also to visit at leisure the Hellenistic Gallery, Room 22 
 
 
13:40–14:35 

 
Prof. Hugh Bowden is Professor of Ancient History at King’s 
College London, where he has worked since 1989. He has 
published a large number of articles on Alexander the 
Great, as well being the author of Alexander the Great: A 
Very Short Introduction. He has also written books and 
articles on religious experience in the ancient world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Subject to last-minute changes 



14:35-15:25 
 

 
Dr. Simon Glenn is Curator: Ancient Collections in the 
Department of Money & Medals at the British Museum. He 
was previously a lecturer in Ancient History at the University 
of Leeds and a research fellow at the Ashmolean Museum, 
Oxford. He has worked on various research projects ranging 
from pre-Roman Spain to Hellenistic Central Asia. His 
publications include Money and Power in Hellenistic Bactria 

(2020) and, with F. Duyrat and A. Meadows, Alexander the Great. A Linked Open 
World (2018). 

 
15:25-15:35 Break 

 
 
15:35–16:25 

 
Professor Caroline Vout is Professor of Classics at the 
University of Cambridge, and Byvanck Chair of Classical 
Archaeology at Leiden University. She has published widely 
on Greek and Roman art and its reception, ancient history and 
Latin literature. Her books include Power and Eroticism in 
Imperial Rome (2007) and The Hills of Rome: Signature of an 
Eternal City (2012), both Cambridge University Press, Sex on 
Show: Seeing the Erotic in Greece and Rome (2013, The 
British Museum) Classical Art: A Life History from Antiquity to 

the Present (Princeton, 2018). Her latest book Exposed: The Greek and Roman 
Body (2022, Profile/Wellcome) was awarded the London Hellenic Prize. Caroline 
is also Director of Cambridge’s Museum of Classical Archaeology. 

 
 
16:30-17:00 Book signing by Prof. Vout. 



New publication by British Museum Press 
 

 Greek Inscriptions 

        by Peter Liddel 
 

 

 

Available today in the British Museum bookshop 

 
 

Explore our courses at City Lit  

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Explore our extraordinary range of History, Culture 
and Writing courses and lectures. We offer both 
introductory and specialist in-depth courses to suit 
all levels of interest and experience, from ‘How to 
read a film’ and World literature, to Creative non-
fiction writing courses and American history and 
Politics courses. Our tutors are highly skilled 
professionals and seasoned educators, with many 
having published works, teaching roles at 
universities, or media contributions.  
For our history, culture and writing classes visit: 
https://www.citylit.ac.uk/courses/history-culture-
and-writing 

Explore the legacy of our past through a range 
of ancient and classical languages including 
Latin, Classical and New Testament Greek, 
Biblical Hebrew, Sanskrit, Old English and 
more. Our courses range from beginners to 
advanced levels. You can work towards joining 
a reading group, where you will tackle some of 
the more advanced texts in the original 
language, or just enjoy the pleasure of 
developing your knowledge of these 
fascinating languages of our past.  
https://www.citylit.ac.uk/courses/languages/clas
sical-languages 
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